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Choosing IGCSE Options
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Art and Design/ Fine Art
Course Code: 4FA1
Exam Board: Edexcel
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Biology
Course Code: 0610
Exam Board: Cambridge
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Business Studies
Course Code: 0450
Exam Board: Cambridge 
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▪ Apply their knowledge and critical understan ing to 

current issues and problems in a wide range of 

business contexts.

▪ Make e�ective use of relevant terminology, concepts 

and methods, and recognise the strengths and 

limitations of the ideas used in business.

▪ Distinguish between facts and opinions and evaluate 

qualitative and quantitative data to help build 

arguments and make informed judgements.

▪ Appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders 

in relation to the business environment, individuals, 

society, government and enterprise.

▪ Develop knowledge and understanding of the major 

groups and organisations within and outside business 

and consider ways in which they are able to in�uence 

objectives, decisions and activities.

▪ Develop knowledge and understanding of how the 

main types of businesses are organised, �nanced and 

operated, and how their relations with other organisa-

tions, consumers, employees, owners and society are 

regulated.

▪ Develop skills of numeracy, literacy, enquiry, selection 

and use of relevant sources of information, presenta-

tion and interpretation.

▪ Develop an awareness of the nature and signi�cance 

of innovation and change within the context of 

business activities.

▪ Acquire a foundation for further study of business or 

other subjects.
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▪ Understand di�erent forms of business organisations, 

the environments in which businesses operate and 

business functions such as marketing, operations and 

�nance.

▪ Appreciate the role of people in business success.

They will also gain lifelong skills, including:

▪ The ability to calculate and interpret business data.

▪ Communication skills needed to support arguments 

with reasons.

▪ The ability to analyse business situations and reach 

decisions or judgements.
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▪ Understanding business activity 

This section introduces the underlying ideas and 

concepts of business and includes the purpose and 

nature of business activity and how businesses can 

be classi�ed. 

▪ People in business 

The focus is the functional area of human resources 

and includes the importance and methods of 

motivating a workforce. 

▪ Marketing 

This section includes the role of marketing, the 

distinctions between niche and mass markets and 

the techniques of market segmentation. 

▪ Operations management 

The focus is the functional area of production and 

includes the meaning and methods of production 

and how productivity can be increased. 

▪ Financial information and decisions 

This �nance and accounting section covers the need 

for and sources of business �nance, cash-�ow 

forecasting and working cap.

▪ External in�uences on business activity 

This section focuses on di�erent external in�uences 

on business activity and how these impact onbusi-

ness. It includes government in�uences on econom-

ic, environmental and ethical issues and how they 

impact on the functional areas of businesses.
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Chemistry
Course Code: 0620
Exam Board: Cambridge�
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▪ Acquire scienti�c knowledge and understanding of 

scienti�c theories and practice.

▪ Develop a range of experimental skills, including 

handling variables and working safely. 
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▪ Use scienti�c data and evidence to solve problems 

and discuss the limitations of scienti�c methods.

▪ Communicate e�ectively and clearly, using scienti�c 

terminology, notation and conventions. 

▪ Understand that the application of scienti�c 

knowledge can bene�t people and the environment. 

▪ Enjoy science and develop an informed interest in 

scienti�c matters which support further study.
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Chinese as a Second Language 
Course Code: 0523
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Develop the ability to use Chinese e�ectively for the 

purpose of practical communication.

▪ Form a sound foundation for the skills required for 

further study or employment using Chinese as the 

medium.

▪ Develop an awareness of the nature of language 

and language-learning skills.

▪ Promote learners’ personal development.
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Computer Science
Course Code: 0478
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Computational thinking skills.

▪ An understanding of the main principles of solving 

problems using computers.

▪ The skills necessary to solve computer-based 

problems using a high-level programming language.

▪ An understanding of the component parts of 

computer systems and how they interrelate.

▪ An understanding of the internet as a means of 

communication and its associated risks.

▪ An understanding of the development and use of 

automated and emerging technologies.
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▪ Data representation

▪ Data transmission

▪ Hardware

▪ Software

▪ The internet and its uses

▪ Automated and emerging technologies
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▪ Algorithm design and problem-solving

▪ Programming

▪ Databases

▪ Boolean logic
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English as a Second Language
Course Code: 0511 
(Count-in Speaking) 
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Develop learners’ ability to use English e�ectively 

for the purpose of practical communication. 

▪ Develop learners’ awareness of the nature of 

language and language-learning skills.

▪ Develop transferable skills to complement other 

areas of the curriculum. 

▪ Promote learners’ personal development and 

enjoyment.
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First Language Chinese 
Course Code: 0509
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Read a wide range of texts, �uently and with good 

understanding, enjoying and appreciating a variety 

of language.

▪ Read critically and use knowledge gained from wide 

reading to inform and improve their own writing.

▪ Write accurately and e�ectively using appropriate 

standard language.

▪ Work with information and ideas in Chinese by 

developing skills of critical evaluation, analysis, 

synthesis and inference.

▪ Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a 

knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology and linguistic conventions.
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▪ Deepen understanding and appreciation of Chinese 

culture and classical texts.
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First Language English
Course Code: 0500
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately 

and e�ectively when speaking and writing.

▪ Use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct 

grammar, spelling and punctuation.

▪ Develop a personal style and an awareness of the 

audience being addressed.

▪ Develop more general analysis and communication 

skills such as inference, and the ability to order facts 

and present opinions e�ectively.
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Further Pure Mathematics
Course Code: 4PM1
Exam Board: Edexcel
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Geography
Course Code: 0460
Exam Board: Cambridge
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Global Perspectives
Course Code: 0457
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ researching, analysing and evaluating information

▪ developing and justifying a line of reasoning

▪ re�ecting on processes and on own learning

▪ communicating information and reasoning

▪ collaborating to achieve a common outcome
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History
Course Code: 0470
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ An interest in and enthusiasm for learning about 

the past.

▪ Knowledge and understanding of individuals, 

people and societies in the past.

▪ Knowledge that is rooted in an understanding of the 

nature and use of historical evidence.

▪ An understanding of key historical concepts: cause 

and consequence, change and continuity, and 

similarity and di�erence.

▪ An understanding of international issues in history

▪ Historical skills, including investigation, analysis, 

evaluation and communication skills.

▪ A sound basis for further study and the pursuit of 

personal interest.
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▪ Was the Treaty of Versailles fair?

▪ To what extent was the League of Nations a success?

▪ How far was Hitler’s foreign policy to blame for the 

outbreak of war in Europe in 1939?

▪ Who was to blame for the Cold War?

▪ How e�ectively did the United States contain the 

spread of communism?

▪ How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern 

Europe, 1948–c.1989?

▪ ����������­��������­�����£¨��

▪ Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start?

▪ Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934?

▪ How e�ectively did the Nazis control Germany, 

1933–45?

▪ What was it like to live in Nazi German?
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Literature in English
Course Code: 0475
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Knowledge of the content of the text – through 

reference to detail and use of quotations from the 

text (AO1). 

▪ Understanding of characters, relationships, 

situations and themes (AO2). 

▪ Understanding of the writer’s intentions and 

methods – response to the writer’s use of language 

(AO3). 

▪ Personal response – sometimes directly (answering 

questions such as ‘What do you think?’, ‘What are 

your feelings about…?’) and sometimes by 

implication (answering questions such as ‘Explore 

the ways in which…’) (AO4).
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Mandarin Chinese
Course Code: 0547
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ O�er insights into the culture and society of 

countries and communities where Chinese is spoken.

▪ Develop awareness of the nature of language and 

language learning.

▪ Encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of 

other languages and a sympathetic approach to 

other cultures.

▪ Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.

Develop transferable skills (e.g. memorising, 

drawing of inferences) to complement other areas of 

the curriculum.

▪ Form a sound base of the skills, language and 

attitudes required for progression to work or further 

study, either in Chinese or another subject area.
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Mathematics
Course Code: 4MA1
Exam Board: Edexcel
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▪ Develop their knowledge and understanding of 

mathematical concepts and techniques. 

▪ Acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for 

further study in the subject or related areas. 

▪ Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques 

and concepts, and become con�dent in using 

mathematics to solve problems. 

▪ Appreciate the importance of mathematics in 

society, employment and study.
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▪ Use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way 

and in real-life situations. 
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▪ Use letters as equivalent to numbers and as 

variables. 

▪ Understand the distinction between expressions, 

equations and formulae. 

▪ Use algebra to set up and solve problems. 

▪ Demonstrate manipulative skills. 

▪ Construct and use graphs. 

�������­�

▪ Use properties of angles. 

▪ Understand a range of transformations. 

▪ Work within the metric system. 

▪ Understand ideas of space and shape. 

▪ Use ruler, compasses and protractor appropriately. 
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Music 
Course Code: 0410 
Exam Board: Cambridge 
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▪ Acquire and consolidate a range of musical skills, 

knowledge and understanding through listening, 

performing and composing.

▪ Develop an understanding of diverse musical 

traditions.

▪ Develop a perceptive and critical response to music. 

▪ Develop creative and interpretative skills through 

composing and performing.

▪ Develop enthusiasm for exploring musical styles and 

genres.

▪ Develop a secure basis for further musical study.
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Physical Education
Course Code: 0413
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Develop their knowledge and understanding of the 

theory underpinning physical performance in a 

modern world. 

▪ Use and apply this knowledge and understanding to 

improve their performance. 

▪ Perform in a range of physical activities, developing 

skills and techniques, and selecting and using 

tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas. 

▪ Understand and appreciate safe practice in physical 

activity and sport. 

▪ Understand and appreciate the bene�t of physical 

activity and sport for health, �tness and well-being. 

▪ Gain a sound basis for further study in the �eld of 

Physical Education.
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Physics
Course Code: 0625
Exam Board: Cambridge
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▪ Acquire scienti�c knowledge and understanding of 

scienti�c theories and practice.

▪ Develop a range of experimental skills, including 

handling variables and working safely.

▪ Use scienti�c data and evidence to solve problems 

and discuss the limitations of scienti�c methods.

▪ Communicate e�ectively and clearly, using scienti�c 

terminology, notation and conventions.

▪ Understand that the application of scienti�c 

knowledge can bene�t people and the environment.

▪ Enjoy science and develop an informed interest in 

scienti�c matters which support further study.
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Spanish
Course Code: 4SP1
Exam Board: Edexcel
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