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Dear Parents, 

We very much hope all families enjoyed the extra holiday on Tuesday 
in celebration of the Dragon Boat Festival.  Because of this, the week 
seems to have flown past.  IGCSE and A level examinations have also 
been on hold this week, as the UK has its traditional half-term holiday, 
meaning that all UK pupils are at home rather than at school and  
examination timetables have been planned by the accrediting exam 
boards to take account of this.  The final few exams start again on 
Monday next week and we very much hope that all our hardworking 
pupils continue to do their very best, to guarantee maximum success.  
The school will know the results of these exams in late August and we 
naturally look forward to sharing them with all our school community 
and celebrating the individual successes that I am sure they will  
reflect.  Our internal pupil assessments are also now coming to an end 
and teachers are busy marking and interpreting these results to help 
inform the pupil reports that now need to be written.  I’d like to  
express my thanks to the many parents who attended the presentation 
that I gave this week on the use of GL Assessments in the school.  For 
those of you who were unable to attend, my Powerpoint presentation 
is available on the school website.  Behind the scenes, to further  
update you, much of the large scale planning for next academic year is 
now in place with the last few parents busy signing up in Admissions to 
join the school and our HR busy communicating with incoming new 
staff to ensure all their paperwork is in place.  I will be releasing a full 
staff list next week to show all parents which staff will be teaching in 
which year group and for which subject.  Biographies of current staff 
are already on our website and the other week I released the  
biographies of the incoming new staff.  It promises to be again an  
excellent staff team in 2017-2018, and parents will be reassured that 
the staffing at Britannica remains one of the school’s greatest 
strengths.  Enjoy reading this week’s newsletter articles. 
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Year 8 have been busy completing their end of year assessments this week. During their last topic in Chemistry, one of 
their favourite experiments was when we learnt about using electricity in a process called electroplating. Electrolysis is 
a process used to electroplate objects. This is useful for coating a cheaper metal with a more expensive one, such as 
copper or silver. 

Year 8 has spent the term exploring poetry. They have been focusing on the poetic devices employed by poets and 
the effects that these have on the reader. They closely analysed a number of ballads, observing the use of short stan-
zas, imagery, and rhyme schemes. They then used all of their knowledge to create their very own personal poetry an-
thologies, which included a wide range of themes and styles of poetry. They did a great job. Well done Year 8!    

This week, Year 7 students went on a 
trip to the Shanghai Science and 
Technology Museum. They particu-
larly enjoyed the 'Light of Wisdom' 
room where they interacted with all 
of the interesting exhibits. This in-
cluded cycling mid-air and trying not 
to fall over in the slanted room! We 
had a lot of fun and are already look-
ing forward to our trips next year. 
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On Wednesday, as part of our focus upon internationalism, Year 4 spent half a day at the Korean Cultural Centre, 
Shanghai.  

We happily boarded the bus at 9:15 am and we arrived at our destination shortly after 9:30 am. We were greeted by 
the enthusiastic staff at the centre, who were all Korean. Luckily, we brought Ms Julia with us to help us communicate! 
Also, Lily, Seo Hyeon, Min Jong and Kai were at hand to assist with any translations! 

First of all, we were given an introduction to Korea and learnt about the Korean language and alphabet. Valentine, 
Carla and Griffin won prizes for their pronunciation and for volunteering to speak in front of the packed room! Well 
done! After this, the children got a short tour of the library, followed by an exhibition created by Korean university stu-
dents in Shanghai. It was interesting to get a glimpse at potential future inventions! 

Finally, and most impressively, we were able to make our very own Korean food. The children spun a lucky wheel to 
decide what ingredients went into their Bibimbaps. Bibimbaps are a rice and vegetable meal, with a meat and spicy 
sauce that adds to the delicious flavour!  This was the best part of the trip, and the children all tried this fantastic meal. 
Some children were lucky enough to have three or four bowls! After filling our bellies, it was time to return to school. 
We'd like to say a big thank you to the incredible staff at the centre and to Ms Julia for providing a lot of help to or-
ganise the trip! 
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What an exciting time Year 1 had at the Bio Farm last week. The children enjoyed taking part in lots of exciting activi-
ties which included, planting their own mint plants, feeding farm animals and they even picked their own fruit and veg-
etables to take home to enjoy with their parents. The children learnt about different flowers and even tasted some, 
which were delicious! This week, the children wrote about their fun time at the farm and about what they learnt. 

Year 2A were very excited to receive a letter from a primary school in England last week. Inside there were two 
‘people’; Archie and Thomas, who are visiting us to find out more about what it is like in Shanghai. This week, we have 
been creating posters to send to the school as well as taking it in turns to take Archie and Thomas home to show them 
around Shanghai. This also ties in really well with our Internationalism theme of friendship as we are looking forward to 
receiving letters from our new friends in England once they have received our posters and photos about Shanghai. A 
special thank you to those parents who have already taken photos and kindly agreed for us to send them to the Lon-
don school.  
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This week, we have continued to 
enjoy many activities to do with our 
topic, Transport. Many of the chil-
dren brought in different items re-
lated to transport from home and 
they enjoyed showing and speaking 

about these in front of their peers. 
We also learnt about some different 
road signs and spoke about whet 
these mean and why we might need 
to use them on our roads.  We hope 
you enjoy looking at the photos of 

these and some of the other hands-
on activities we have been doing in 
our class this week.  
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Another busy yet short week in 

Nursery! We are finishing our topic 

of ‘Growing’ and getting ready to 

move onto ‘Under the Sea’. The 

Nursery children thoroughly enjoyed 

learning about life cycles, planting 

and growth, and can all talk about 

the changes that occur in our  

natural world. 

This week, we have been preparing 
for our new topic. The children have 
been coming up with ideas of how 
we can create our new role plays in 
our classroom, what we can make for 
our classes and talk about what they 
would like to learn about the sea. 

We have been delighted to hear and 
take on board their comments! 
Please come and take a look in our 
classrooms and see the children’s 
ideas coming to life! 
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 Matching the sound to the 

picture 
More reading! 

 A crayon sinks 

Team work to create words 

A log floats 
Making words from different 

sounds 

 
Lego  blocks float Look at all the words I found 

Wow, this year is just rolling right 
along! Another week completed 
and a lot of great learning took 
place. We learnt a lot about travel 
and people who help us in the trav-
el industry, such as pilots on aero-
planes, captains on ships, and how 
each one helps us travel around the 
world. This topic created plenty of 
opportunities for the students to 
make connections between people 
and places. It included aspects of 

our community, such as the metro 
station, bus stops and places we 
have travelled to. It was very inter-
esting to hear each child talk about 
the things they see when and how 
they travel. It was great to see how 
much understanding and insight 
they really have. We even conduct-
ed small observations by looking at 
why things, such as ships, can float 
and others sink by completing ex-
periments in class and during out-

door play. We have also completed 
our assessments in English and 
Maths, and the children were fantas-
tic, focussing and concentrating and 
working really hard! 

Next week we are going to move 
onto emergency workers and the 
important roles they play in our lives 
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Reading with Year 6 

 Reception B community helpers 
 The building team 

Working on becoming a train 

conductor 
We can spell! 

 Tricky word search 

The kitchen team 
 The firefighting team 

The medical team 
 The law enforcement team 
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2016 –2017 SPRING TERM  BRITANNICA SCHOOL CALENDAR  

BRITANNICA  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOL,  SHANGHAI  

An Orbital Education School 

 

1988 GUBEI ROAD, SHANGHAI 201103 CHINA 

Tel: 021 6402 7889  Email: admissions@britannicashanghai.com 

Web:  www.britannicashanghai.com 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

June 2017 

Tuesday 6th June — Swim Gala KS1 

Wednesday 7th June — Swim Gala KS2 

Thursday 8th June — Swim Gala Reception (morning) & Secondary (afternoon) 

Monday 12th June — Parent Class Link Meeting  

Wednesday 14th June — Teacher Appreciation Day 

Tuesday 20th June — Summer Term ASAs finish  

( Monday 26th June special catch-up ASAs)  

Friday 23rd June — Summer Fair 11:00am to 2:00pm  

Friday 30th June 12:00 noon — End of Term 

 


